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R was, the cheoniclers say, “one of the hot days of Meocs® whea Muhammad and
his chikihood friend Iba Haritha were reterning home from Taif, ....

Muhanmmad accepted this explanation without comment mad opened his bag of
sacrificed mest. "Ext some of this food, O my uncle”, he faid. Bat Zayd reacted with
disgust.” Nephew, that is a part of those sacrifices of yowrs which you offer to your
idols, is it not? Muhammad answered that it was. Zayd became indignant."T never eat
of these sacrifices snd I want aoting to do with them,” e cried. * 1 am not one 10 eat
snything sisaghaered for a divinity other than God."...

The notion that & young pagan Myhammad could have beent scolded for his idofatry
by a Hanif files in the face of traditional Muslim views regarding the Prophet's
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